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What if every child grew 
up with a healthy attitude 
about money? 

What if everyone 
had access to 

financial guidance?

What if every person knew 
how to manage their funds 

when hard times hit?

What if our community 
understood what it takes 

to be financially free? 

FAIRWINDS Foundation works to inspire generosity, match 
generosity, volunteer and support organizations that 
improve lives through financial well-being.

We believe that when families and individuals have the 
information and tools needed to secure and improve their 
financial health, we collectively impact and improve our 
community’s economic well-being.
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This year, we dared to  
ask ourselves bold questions.
What would the world look like if we reached our goal of financial freedom for all? 
In 2022, we pushed ourselves to dream bigger, set higher standards and pave a 
clearer, brighter path to get there. 

Every day the FAIRWINDS Foundation and our network of FAIRWINDS Credit Union 
crew strive to empower people to take charge of their finances — and their lives. 
But as our mission progresses and our outreach expands across generations, we 
have the exciting opportunity to think on an even larger scale than ever before. 

What if generosity compounded year after year? What if, when hard times hit, every 
family had a strong understanding of how to manage their money? Our mission 
may not be an easy one, but with the continued partnership of our nonprofit 
partners and donors we get closer and closer to turning the answers to these 
questions into a living truth.

Your generosity not only changes lives, it changes the future. 

This report illustrates how financial literacy programming was delivered by this 
year’s nonprofit grantee’s to bring our community closer to financial freedom. 

Thank you to all who supported our work in 2022 and dared to dream a little bigger 
than the here and now. Whether you follow our social media sites, contribute 
or volunteer, you are uplifting our mission of kindness and prosperity within our 
communities. The economic well-being of our community affects all of us. When 
our local individuals and businesses achieve financial freedom and economic 
empowerment our communities do more than survive — they thrive.

Let’s keep changing lives, together!

LETTE R F ROM TH E 
EX E CUTIVE DI R ECTOR 

E LI S HA  GO NZÁLEZ
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

W HAT  IF  WE 
DON’T  TAKE  
A  STAND?
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W I TH OUT SUPPORT, 
H AR DSHIP HITS HARDER. 
Experts have studied the relationship between financial 
crises and overall financial literacy extensively. The 
research confirms that being more literate in financial 
topics is positively correlated to an individual’s capacity to 
overcome macroeconomic difficulties like COVID-19 or the 
2008 financial crisis.

A basic financial education not only promotes financial 
confidence, but it encourages better money management 
skills, advanced decision-making and strong budgeting and 
spending habits. 

Americans scored an average of 67.5% on the national financial 
literacy test, while the percentage of failing scores was 57.5%.
(N ATIONAL FINANCIAL EDUCATORS COUNCIL)

65%

Over one-third of millennials (34%) 
are unsatisfied with their knowledge 
of money, while 18% are not at all 
satisfied, believing they do not have 
the tools to change the situation. 
(P WC)

As of September 2022, 63% of 
Americans were living paycheck to 
paycheck, which increased by 6% 
compared to the previous year. 
(LENDING CLUB  RE P ORT)

With inflation 
skyrocketing and 
the possibility of a 
recession looming, 
financial literacy 
is the best tool to 
reduce anxiety 
and ensure 
stability across our 
community — even  
in tough times.

THE DATA SAYS TIMES  
ARE GETTING TIGHT…

Those with a higher level of financial literacy are more likely to cope 
with financial crises.

And if we don’t continue to act, financial stress will stay on the rise.

Being financially literate relieves financial stress and anxiety, thus 
improving the standard of living, increasing financial stability and 
overall wellbeing.

Financial education helps to increase the likelihood of becoming 
financially free and/or responsible with credit, debt and budgeting.

87% of adults in 2022 cited the rise in prices of everyday items 
due to inflation (gas prices, energy bills, grocery costs, etc.) as 
a top source of stress. 
(A PA )

Only 42% said their compensation is keeping up with the 
rising costs of living expenses, which is down from 52% in last 
year’s survey. 
(PWC)

Consumer price data showed a 40-year inflation high, with 
overall inflation rising 9.1% year-over-year and core inflation 
rising by 5.9%. 
(ECO NO MIC PO LICY INSTITUTE)

One in four full-time employees are working more jobs than 
in previous years to make ends meet, and 56% are distressed 
about their finances. 
(PWC)

Without a clear understanding of 
financial knowledge on even a high 
school level, personal finances are 
negatively impacted and — on a 
national scale — our economy suffers.

Worldwide, only one-third of adults 
understand basic financial concepts.
(S&P GLOBAL FINLIT SURVEY)

Stress related to money  
and inflation is at its highest.
(AMERICA N PSYCH OLOG ICAL  ASS OCIAT ION)
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https://balancingeverything.com/financial-literacy-statistics/#:~:text=9.,18%20in%202022%20was%2063.5%2
https://www.pwc.com/us/en/about-us/corporate-responsibility/assets/pwc-millennials-and-financial-literacy.pdf
https://ir.lendingclub.com/news/news-details/2022/Wages-Have-Failed-to-Match-Inflation-65-of-Employed-Consumers-are-Living-Paycheck-to-Paycheck/default.aspx
https://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2022/03/inflation-war-stress
https://www.pwc.com/us/en/services/consulting/business-transformation/library/employee-financial-wellness-survey.html
https://www.epi.org/blog/rising-inflation-is-a-global-problem-u-s-policy-choices-are-not-to-blame/
https://www.pwc.com/us/en/services/consulting/business-transformation/library/employee-financial-wellness-survey.html
https://gflec.org/initiatives/sp-global-finlit-survey-2/
https://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2022/03/inflation-war-stress


WHAT IF  MONEY  
DOESN’T MAKE US 
HAPPY,  BUT MONEY 
MANAG EMENT DOES?

FAIRWINDS helps members reach financial 
freedom through nine milestones:

WE PUSH FINANCIAL 
FREEDOM FORWARD. 
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Throughout 2022, the FAIRWINDS Foundation 
led the conversation that allows people to 
eliminate financial stress one milestone at 
a time, ultimately providing members of 
the community the roles and confidence 
they need to pursue financial freedom. In 
2022, the FAIRWINDS Foundation expanded 
to giving grants nationwide, awarding 
just over a quarter million dollars to 12 
nonprofit recipients. Grants supported 
programming which served people 
in the communities of Dallas, Texas, 
Georgia and Florida, providing them with 
opportunities to save more, eliminate debt, 
build wealth and live generously.STATES REQUIRING PERSONAL FINANCE COURSES

EXPANDING SUPPORT ACROSS STAT E  LIN E S 

5 Connect with an advisor

8 Pay off your home as 
quickly as possible 3 Pay off all debt, except your house

9 Donate your time, talent 
and treasure4 Save 3 to 6 months of expenses

6 Set goals and save for them1 Saving $1,000 for an emergency

7 Invest 15% of your income2 Maximizing your company’s 
401(k)/403(b) match
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WHAT IF  SCHOOL-AGED 
STUDENTS LEARNED 
ABOUT MONEY THE SAME 
WAY THEY LEARN ABOUT 
EVERYTHING ELSE?

FA I R W I N D S  FOUNDATION HELP E D 
THESE ORGANIZATIONS PROV IDE 
FINANCIAL EDUCATION FOR ALL AG E S. 

$10,000
City Year Orlando partnered with Orange County Public schools in the 2021–22 school year and with 
the help of AmeriCorps members built an in-school program teaching thousands of students, across 
eight partner schools, math and financial literacy initiatives. FAIRWINDS Foundation’s investment 
supported the financial literacy training for the corps which helped bring the classroom lessons to life. 

$100,000
Junior Achievement USA supported the JA Finance Park and JA Finance Park Virtual where 
students developed successful money management habits, learned to financially support 
themselves, made wise money decisions and understood  the economy in which they live. 
Through this fun and engaging hands-on program, high-school students got the opportunity to 
use advanced problem-solving and critical-thinking skills as they engaged in practice for their 
personal financial future. 

$15,000
FoolProof Foundation, Inc. was developed to address and communicate to middle and high 
schoolers in Central Florida the root causes of economic inequality in Florida, such as the lack of 
financial self-empowerment, inadequate critical thinking and poor decision-making habits that 
drive consumers into debt. The FoolProof curriculum is designed to meet all Florida financial literacy 
requirements through 60+ modules, assignments and activities that teach healthy life and finance 
habits while focusing on advancing economic equality and inclusion. The FoolProof Foundation 
provides teachers access to seminars and brings financial literacy resources to their classrooms.

$5,000
FUTURES Foundation for Volusia County Schools implemented Your Financial Success! 
Program which attempts to mitigate the financial literacy knowledge gap of high school students 
in Volusia County public schools before they graduate. This high school Economics program taught  
financial literacy concepts, terms and processes, as well as exposing students to college and career 
opportunities related to the fields finance and banking through guest speakers from FAIRWINDS 
Credit Union.

$20,000
Boys & Girls Club, (BGCA) Volusia/Flagler Counties expanded local Club access through BGCA’s 
digital platform MyFuture, resulting in greater reach for their financial literacy programming. 
Learning lessons about online privacy and safety aids students in building a solid foundation for 
social-emotional skills and financial literacy skills integrated with economic concepts and youth 
development. The funds received by the FAIRWINDS Foundation allowed BGCA to implement 
financial literacy programming, providing training opportunities for Club staff to implement and 
facilitate programming relevant to each club’s need.
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WHAT IF  FINANCIAL 
INFORMATION WAS  
EASY FOR EVERYONE  
TO ACC ESS?

$40,000
Prospera USA provided trusted guidance through individual and personalized consulting to 
Hispanic entrepreneurs in the West Coast and Central Florida regions. They hosted seminars 
during 2021 that provided finance and business management educational training in Spanish for 
disadvantaged Hispanic communities. Small business owners in these communities were awarded 
business advancement services for additional technical assistance and consulting projects for their 
small businesses. Entrepreneurs who attended these seminars increased their knowledge about 
financial literacy and other related topics that are crucial to successfully operate their businesses.

FA I R W I N D S  FOUNDATION SUP P ORT E D 
FINANCIAL LITERACY OUTREACH 
ACROSS OUR ENTIRE COMMUN ITY.

$15,000
Impower Inc. worked with two residential programs, The Village Transitional Housing Program 
(homeless youth 18–24) and The Grove Residential Substance Abuse Treatment Program (ages 13–
18), helping them develop financial literacy skills through Hazelden’s “Managing Money” curriculum. 
Funds were used for program materials and supplies, program staff and incentives to promote client 
engagement and participation.

$20,000
Harbor House of Central Florida provides domestic abuse survivors with emergency shelter, 
outreach offices and legal advocacy programs. Harbor House combats the prevalence of financial 
instability with survivors by offering financial literacy and economic programming to provide 
short-term safety as well as  equipping them with long-term survival and educational tools. The 
programs help improve victims’ financial literacy and building skills regarding financial abuse, 
budgeting, improving credit scores and saving. Funds went towards staff salaries in the Economic 
Empowerment Program.

$10,000
Habitat for Humanity Greater Orlando & Osceola County empowered low to moderate income 
families to take control of their economic futures by utilizing HabitatU financial literacy program 
and financial mentoring program. In 2022, Habitat Orlando and Osceola worked to expand their 
mentoring program and become a HUDCertified Counseling agency to address clients’ financial 
management knowledge, skills and practices with the goal of obtaining and/or sustaining stable 
housing whether renting or purchasing. Funds were used for professional staff time working with 
homeownership clients and toward staff time providing HUD-certified housing counseling.

$25,000
BBIF utilized funding to provide additional financial literacy and financial education to Black, 
minority and underserved small businesses. BBIF’s Financial Technical Assistance training services 
encompass Financial Literacy Education (FLE). BBIF’s FLE training taught participants the ability 
to understand the basic principles of business and finance so that they have adequate financial 
literacy education to better manage their personal credit and to protect themselves from predatory 
lending. Training educated and helped participants to understand the various financial areas 
including topics related to managing personal finance, money and investing.
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FA I R W I N D S  FOUNDATION MADE 
FINANCIAL COACHING AVAILABLE  TO 
PEOPLE FROM ALL WALKS OF  LIF E . 

$15,000
United Way Suncoast provided Suncoast residents with financial coaching and asset development 
programming, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance, and supported applications for Emergency Rental 
Assistance or pro-bono legal assistance to prevent eviction due to the pandemic and rising housing 
costs. Lift implemented the FAIRWINDS Foundation Grant to support its Bank On Suncoast coalition 
to disseminate safe banking information, Bank On 101 financial education sessions to community 
residents and to implement banking access touchpoints in the Suncoast region.

$25,000
Lift Orlando provided support to the operation of the West Lakes Financial Well-Being Center 
(FWC) within the Communities of West Lakes and the 32805 ZIP code. FWC provides an aspirational 
environment, age-appropriate financial education and financial counseling. FWC’s programming 
is partnered with Goodwill Industries of Central Florida, delivering financial literacy and education, 
helping residents build financial stability and confidence. Goodwill’s Prosperity Platform assists 
families increase income and save to expand economic mobility and, unlike short-term financial 
program offerings, they provide one-on-one financial guidance and literacy to individual residents 
and families.

   City Year Orlando | 3.3% 
$10,000

   Junior Achievement USA | 33.3% 
$100,000

   FUTURES Foundation for  
Volusia County Schools | 1.7% 
$5,000

   FoolProof Foundation, Inc. | 5.0% 
$15,000

   Boys & Girls Club, (BGCA) 
Volusia/Flagler Counties | 6.7% 
$20,000

   Impower Inc. | 5.0% 
$15,000

   Harbor House of Central Florida | 6.7% 
$20,000

   Habitat for Humanity Greater  
Orlando & Osceola County | 3.3% 
$10,000

    Prospera USA | 13.3% 
$40,000

    BBIF | 8.3% 
$25,000

    Lift Orlando | 8.3% 
$25,000

    United Way Suncoast | 5.0% 
$15,000

WHAT IF  EVERYONE IN 
OUR COMMUNITY KNEW 
HOW TO STEP TOWARD 
F INANCIAL FREEDOM?

REGIONAL IMPACT
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W HAT I F  OU R  I MPACT  
M OV ED MOUNTAINS?

BY THE
NU MBERS

HA RBOR HOUSE OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

481
survivors served services provided

19,878

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY GREATER  
ORLAND O & OSCEOLA COUNTY

353
household  
members
benefitted

1,000
individuals received  
information, resources  
and referral

C ITY  YEAR ORLANDO

844 Middle School students served in 
Math and Financial Literacy

College Students served in 
Learning and Development Days65 

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT USA

high school students served  
in JA Finance Park Virtual3,000

UNITED WAY SUNCOAST 

individuals served97

WHAT IF  OUR IMPACT  
MOVED MOUNTAINS?

BY THE
NUM BERS

PROSPERA USA

87
educational 

seminars with  
1,982 attendees

1,766
 jobs created/

retained1.8M 
I N  C A P I T A L

small business  
owners accessed
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WHAT IF  WE GOT H AND S -
ON WITH OUR GOALS? 
From facilitating financial literacy classes to packing Thanksgiving dinners, supporters of our mission pushed 
our cause forward through volunteerism. Crewmembers dedicate their time and treasure and proudly serve on 
many nonprofit boards.
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W HAT I F  WE CHANG ED 
TH E  WORLD TOG ETHER? 
And what if we’re already well on our way 
to doing it? 
Every step we take and every dollar we donate bring us further 
down the path toward financial independence for all.

Thank you for being a part of the change. 

Donate today by visiting fairwinds.org/foundation.

https://www.fairwinds.org/foundation

